BACKGROUND

Urban Agriculture is not a new phenomencn. Many poor urban households
engage in food production, processing and vending as a main or
complementary strategy to secure food supply and for earn an income in many
cities. As per UNDP (1996) estimated around 800 million people are engaged
in UA world wide. Of these 200 million are considered to be market producers,
employing 150 million paople full time. These figures are steadily increasing,
with emerging challenges like migration of rural poor to cities, food security
and, global food and fuel prices.

The RUAF-FSIT (From Seed to Table) project aims to facilitate the
development of sustainable urban farming systems and fo contribute to urban
poverty alleviation and enhanced urban food security, social inclusion and
empowerment of urban disadvantaged groups in 18 partner cities around the
world,
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MAIN COMPONENTS OF A LOCAL FSTT PROJET
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EXPECTED OUTPUTS AND RESULTS

The capacities of the RUAF regional resources centre on urban agriculture and food secunty have been strengthened and their continuity has been secured

A comprehensive set of training materials has been produced and made available to regional and local trainers

About 50 staff of NGO's, farmer organisations, training and research institutes and local governments have been trained in the FSTT approach to Farming System
Innovation and empowerment of urban farmer organisations

About 2000 urban producers have been trained in various subjects related to sustainable urban farming farmer led development of urban farming

Between 18-30 farmer organisations (1-2 per partner city) have been strengthened (strategic development agenda, improved intemal functioning, improved external
relations, group savings scheme established, etcelera)

The farmer based/led FSTT projects have been implemented leading fo @ 10-15% increase in income and nutdtion in the participating households (around 100
househalds/project)

At least 1 credit institution in each of the parner cities has started to provide credit to urban farmers with acceptable conditions

In at least two/third of the RUAF partner cities 8 Municipal policy and/or a City Strategic Action Plan on urban agriculture has been formalised and is being
implemented

In at least 1 country/region national policies on urban agriculture are being revised or formulated

At least 100 students and staff of NGD's, research instifutes and govermnmenis are trained in FSTT related subjecis

The local actors in the RUAF partner cities as well as 10,000 subscribers to the UA-Magazine (2 issues a year) and over a million visitorsfyear to the RUAF website
receive up to date information on urban agriculture

The participating organisations are monitoring the FSTT projects 1o improve their performance regarding development of sustainable urban agriculture and to draw
lessons from the expenences gained in the FSTT projects for useé in the planning of future activities
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Water
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The International Water Management Institute (IWMI, www.iwmi.org ), located
in 12 locations in Asia and Africa, is a member of the Consultative Group on
International Agriculture Research (CGIAR). With a vision of “Water for a food
secure world™, IWMI's mission is to improve water and land resources
management for food, livelihoods, and environment. It seeks to achieve this

: Py i P . ] through an international program of research and related activities largely
w;jq:r"g‘;:if:’?;:ul carried out through collaboration with national and international partners, in a
i : manner that contributes to strengthening capacities in developing countries,
IVWMI is Member of the RUAF foundation FSTT project falls under IWMI's

RUAF‘CFF “Water Quality, Health and Environment” Theme

The Cities Farming for the Future project (2005-2008) initiated the integration

of urban policies and programs and facilitated improved access to land, by

capacity development among local authorities and other local stakeholders on  SESI=R =18 N =N =g 8| |a) Yalel]
urban agriculture in 20 partner cities. In many cities, both public and private .
organizations have supported the poer urban farmers to develop safe and RUAF UNdr’«ﬂUY
sustainable production and processing and marketing systems. ---..\ e

The RUAF Foundation is an intemational network of six regional resource
centres and one global resource centre on Urban Agriculture and Food - s B
RUAF-FSTT Security. In 1996 the international Support Group on Urban Agriculture (SGUA) LI - i g
took the initiative to set up a Resource Centre on Urban Agriculture and Food o
Security (RUAF), in response to the expressed need of organisations and local
governments in the South for effective mechanisms for the documentation and
exchange of research data and practical expenences on urban agriculture, In

The RUAF programme, “From Seed to Table® (RUAF-FSTT) builds on the
results of the RUAF- Cities Farming for the Future Programme, and envisages
the strengthening of farmer organizations and their marketeting capacities
towards the development of innovative urban farming systems.

The CFF-project and FSTT- Projects are funded by DGIS (the Netherlands), the following years RUAF gradually evolved into an intemational network of
IDRC (Canada) and contributions from regional and local partners. The regional resource centres providing training, technical support and policy

projects are implemented by seven regional RUAF partners in co-ordination ~ 20Vice to local and national governments, producer organizations, NGO's and
with ETC (Leusden. the Netherlands) other local stakeholders. In March 2005 the RUAF partners established the

RUAF Foundation as their joint administrative body and liaison office. RUAF
focuses its activities mainly in 20 cities, where RUAF closely cooperates with
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“From Seed to Table”

Sfrengfjlmfng Urbﬂn Farmer Organl‘zaﬁon
and their Markm‘fng Cﬂpﬂaﬂg

the local government, producer organisations, NGO's, universities and private
enterprises.
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